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PROGRAM NOTE
Baby Book sets three poems from Chloe Yelena Miller's collection of the same name. It 
will later be expanded into a six-movement work. The cycle explores miscarriage, 
pregnancy, and young motherhood.
Great Aunt Dora is a real person; she is the poet's own great aunt, a dearly beloved 
family matriarch. This poem is a conversation between the mother and the growing 
child inside her. Great Aunt Dora passed away before she could meet the child. Thus, 
the conversation is bittersweet, but full of fondness and reminiscence. It is a beautiful 
vignette that unites these generations. "Great Aunt Dora" has the appeal of a familiar 
lullaby, with enough interest in the rhythm, harmony, and orchestral color to lend a 
novel sound.
"Objects" is at its heart a lament. A mother grieves her child and struggles with having 
no tangible means of recognizing her loss as with other deaths, which further isolates 
her. Several musical devices unify this movement. The chords of C minor and 
A  ♭Major 7 are used frequently and create a sense of harmonic ambiguity. A variation of
the latter, A♭-D-E♭-G, creates an even more striking, dissonant chord which colors the 
most dramatic, painful moments of the work. A prominent motive, here and throughout
the cycle, is heard on the text "There's nothing to wear, carry..." and is recalled both in 
powerful and quiet moments, a reminder of this profound loss.
"Children's Pool Game" emerges directly from "Objects." The title implies lighthearted 
amusement. Indeed, after the opening quote from "Objects," the musical material 
transforms into something more playful, yet somehow disquieting. The true intention of
this movement reveals itself only at its end, and it resonates in a much deeper place in 
our hearts.
The composer hopes this cycle will foster dialogue about miscarriage as part of the 




by Chloe Yelena Miller
Great Aunt Dora To You (Before You)
Week 30
She’d been waiting for you.
She’d sit in the blue chair, under the window,
elbows out as if cradling you.
Swing her arms back and forth.
Talk about how she’d hold you,
teach you to walk between our knees.
Ask me when you’ll come; urged,
“hurry up!”
I promise to tell you all about her.
How she prepared meatballs,
two spoons to turn them.
How she knew you’d be smart,
handsome and
ever so kind.
Oh, how she loved beginnings.
“Great Aunt Dora To You (Before You)” is unpublished at the time of this printing.
Objects
To mourn a woman,
carry her picture, wear her lapel pin.
There’s nothing to wear, carry
after a miscarriage.
In Japan, mothers mourn
lost “water children.”
Gardens of small statues
in red knitted hats, bibs.
Hands in my pockets,
I stand at the edge of the Tidal Basin,
wilted cherry blossoms above and below.
“Objects” was originally published by Literary Mama.
viii
Children’s Pool Game






“Children's Pool Game” was originally published by Graze.
All text used with permission of the author.
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